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The  beginning  of  the  war  found  Ireland  dependent  on  food  and 
drink  imported  from  abroad  to  the  extent  of  about  $130,000,000  a 
year.  The  shortage  of  shipping  and  the  submarine  menace  caused 
a  serious  deficiency,  and  the  nation  was  confronted  with  the  problem 
of  producing  a  greatly  increased  supply  of  home-grown  food.  To 
bring;  this  about  the  Corn  Production  Act,  wlpch  aimed  at  en- 
coui-aging  the  growing  of  cereals  by  guaranteeing  prices  for  those 
crops,  was  passed.  The  result  in  Ireland  was  to  add  from  1916 
to  1918  nearly  a  million  acres  to  the  tilled  area.  Ireland's  agricul- 
tural equipment  has  been  considerably  improved.  Seven  hundred 
tractors  were  at  work  in  this  country  in  1918,  as  compared  with  50 
in  1916.  Modern  machinery  has  been  introduced  and  reapers,  bind- 
ers, and  potato  diggers  are  being  employed  everywhere,  with  en- 
couraging results. 

Barle}^  was  the  only  one  of  the  grain  crops  that  showed  a  higher 
estimated  yield  per  statute  acre  in  1918  than  in  1917,  and  it  was  also 
above  the  average  for  the  10  years  1908-1917.  The  estimated  aver- 
age yield  of  oats,  although  slightly  lower  than  in  1917,  was  above  the 
10-year  average.  Wheat  and  rye  showed  a  lower  average  yield  than 
in  1917  and  a  somewhat  larger  decrease  compared  with  the  10-year 
average.  The  acreage  and  estimated  yield  of  these  and  of  the  prin- 
cipal vegetable  crops  of  Ireland  are  given  below : 


Crop. 


Wheat.. 

Oats 

Barley.. 
Eye 

Potatoes 
Turnips . 
Mangels. 
Cabbage. 


Acr&. 

75;  433 

1,071,593 

150, 063 

6, 611 


a5S8,352 
262, 814 
80,  434 
34, 309 


,  Afces. 
•'■   124,d32_ 

1,463,737 
177, 135 

.      7, 640 


709, 2&3 

.  293, 452 

■■  93,074 

19, 953 


Acres. 
.-  157, 326 
1,579,537 

184, 712 
8,947 


701,847 

294,795 

97, 663 

27, 012 


Production. 


Cwt. 

1,514,482 

17,815,348 

2,801,711 

96, 032 

Tons. 

13,10^,990 

4,435,911 

1,627,834 

431,878 


Cwt. 

2,  449,  745 

27,046,257 

3,374,199 

111,473 

Tons. 
4, 152, 740 
4,624,834 
1,834,104 

245,487 


Cut. 

3, 048, 447 

28,971,121 

3,582,564 

121, 196 

Tons. 
3,863,334 
5, 303, 367 
2,040,662 
339, 392 


a  Average  for  10  years  1903-1917. 

Increased  Crop  Areas  and  Yields. 

The  area  under  wheat  in  1918  showed  an  increase  as  compared  with 
1916  of  80,888  acres;  oats,  one  of  507,944  acres;  barley,  34,649  acres; 
rye,  2,336  acres;  and  as  compared  with  1917,  wheat,  33,244  acres;  oats, 
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115,800  acres;  barley,  7,577  acres;  rye,  1,307  acres.  The  total  esti- 
mated production  in  1918  shows  the  following  increases  as  compared 
with  1916:  Wheat,  1,533,965  hundredweight;  oats,  11,155,773  hun- 
dredweight; barley,  780,853  hundredweight;  rye,  25,164  hundred- 
weight; and  as  compared  with  1917,  wheat,  598,702  hundredweight; 
oats,  1,921,861  hundredweight;  barley,  208,365  hundredweight;  rye, 
9,723  hundredweight. 

Next  in  importance  to  the  grain  crop  comes  the  potato  crop.  This 
crop  in  1900  amounted,  to  1,841,832  tons,  a  figure  which  in  1917  rose 
to  4,152,740  tons.  Although  Ireland  grows  such  large  quantities  of 
potatoes,  it  exports  only  400,000  tons  of  the  crop.  During  the  war 
much  of  this  export  was  to  France  for  the  Allied  Armies.  In  pre- 
war days  the  bulk  of  the  export  trade  in  seed  potatoes  was  to  Malta 
and  Portugal.  The  entire  export  trade  is  carried  on  by  six  of  the 
Ulster  Counties  and  County  Louth  (Leinster).  These  seven  may  be 
reckoned  as  the  potato  growing  and  exporting  counties  of  Ireland. 
The  estimated  average  yield  for  the  Province  of  Leinster  was  5.2  tons 
per  statute  acre  in  1918,  as  against  5.4  tons  in  1917;  in  Munster,  5.1 
tons,  as  against  4.8  tons;  in  Ulster,  5.9  tons,  as  against  6.6  tons;  in 
Connaught,  5.4  tons,  as  against  6  tons. 

From  1916  to  1918  the  area  under  turnips  increased  by  31,981 
acres  and  the  area  under  mangels  by  17,229  acres,  while  during  the 
same  period  the  area  under  cabbage  decreased  by  7,297  acres.  As 
compared  with  1917,  the  area  under  turnips  in  i918  rose  by  1,343 
acres;  under  mangels,  by  4,589  acres;  under  cabbage,  by  7,059  acres. 
The  total  estimated  production  of  turnips  in  1918  shows  an  increase, 
of  867,456  tons  as  compared  with  1916  and  of  mangels  an  increase  of 
412,828  tons,  while  the  total  production  of  cabbage  was  estimated  to 
be  92,486  tons  less  in  1918  than  in  1916.  As  compared  with  1917, 
the  estimated  production  of  turnips  in  1918  shows  an  increase  of 
678,533  tons,  mangels  one  of  206,498  tons,  and  cabbage  one  of  93,905 
tons.  The  estimated  average  yield  per  statute  acre  of  each  of  these 
crops  in  1918  was  larger  than  in  1917  and  also  exceeded  the  average 
of  the  ten  j^ears  1908-1917. 

The  Flax  Industry — Live  Stock. 

The  growing  of  flax  in  Ireland  has  for  many  years  been  attended 
by  serious  ups  and  downs.  Always  an  uncertain  crop,  its  cultiva- 
tion may  almost  be  said  to  be  in  the  nature  of  a  gamble.  In  the 
south  and  Avest,  flax  groM'ing  had  up  to  recent  years  practically  dis- 
appeared. In  the  north,  owing  to  the  existence  of  the  linen  industry, 
the  crop  continued  to  be  grown,  sometimes  at  a  loss  and  sometimes  at 
a  considerable  profit.  A  decade  ago  the  area  under  flax  in  Ireland 
was  approximately  47,000  acres;  last  year  the  area  under  the  crop  was 
141,538  acres.  The  change  arose  out  of  the  great  war.  It  was  dis- 
covered that  flax  fabrics  provided  the  best  material  for  the  making 
of  the  wings  of  airplanes,  and  with  this  discovery  flax  growing  be- 
came of  supreme  national  importance,  and  Ulster  fields  and  Ulster 
factories  were  at  once  devoted  on  a  ver}'  large  scale  to  the 
new  branch  of  the  industry.  Hence  the  stimulus  gi^'en  to  flax  grow- 
ing which  resulted  in  the  great  increase  in  the  area  devoted  to  the 
crop  in  1917  and  1918.  Even  should  the  high-Avater  mark  in  this 
particular  trade  be  now  passed,  flax  cultivation  will  still  go  forward. 

Dairy  farming  is  a  prominent  factor  in  Irish  agriculture.     Allied 
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to  this  indiistrv  is  the  production  of  butter,  eggs,  pigs,  pork  products, 
and  poultry.  There  were  in  Irehxnd,  in  1918,  618,807  horses,  23,563 
nniles,  232,159  asses,  4,863,282  cattle,  3,827,178  sheep,  974,885  pigs,  and 
277.114  goats.  The  corresponding-  figures  for  the  pre-war  year  of 
1914  were:  Horses,  619,354;  mules,  "30,942 ;  asses,  244,487;  cattle, 
5,051,645 ;  sheep,  8,600,581 ;  pigs,  1,305,638  ;  and  goats,  242,243.  Poul- 
try on  the  island  is  stated  to  have  numbered  24,421,230  in  1918  and 
26,918,749  in  1914. 

Agricultural  Wages  in  Ireland. 

The  Agricultural  Wages  Board  for  Ireland  recently  fixed  the  fol- 
lowing minimum  rates  of  wages  for  agricultural  workers  in  this 
country : 


Class  of  worker. 

Area 
group  1. 

Area  • 
group  2. 

Area 
group  3. 

Per 

week. 

Per 
day. 

Per 

v.'eek. 

Per 
day. 

Per 
week. 

Per 
day. 

Male  workers  over  20  years  of  age,  60-hour  week  (fi  days  of  10  hours) 
Male  workers  aged  is  to  20  years,  tiO-hour  week  (6  ('ays  of  10  hours). 
Male  workers  aged  16  to  IS  years,  GO-hour  week  (ti  days  of  10 hours). 
Male  workers  over  20  years'of  age,  54-hoi;r  week  (0  days  of  9  hours). 
Male  w  orkers  aged  IS  to  20  yoai s,  54-hour  week  (ij  days  of  9  iiours) . . 
Male  workers  aged  16  to  18  years,  5-1-hour  week  (6  days  of  C  hours). . 
Female  workers  over  18  years  of  age,  'iO-hour  week(6  days  of  10  hours) 
Female  workers  over  18  years  of  age,  51-hoiu-  week  1 6  days  of  9  hours) 

S6.93 
6.18 
4.26 
6.54 
5.S2 
3.90 
4.02 
3.90 

.?1. 15 
1.03 

i!69 
.97 
.65 
.67 
.65 

S8.30 
5.70 
3.78 
5.90 
5.34 
3.54 
3.66 
3.30 

Sl.a5 
.95 
.63 
.99 
.89 
.59 
.61 
.  55 

S5.70 
5.34 
3.42 
5.34 
5.10 
3.18 
3.18 
2.94 

SO.  95 
.89 
.57 
.89 
.85 
.53 
.53 
.49 

The  60-hour  week  of  six  days  of  10  hours  each  and  the  54-hour 
week  of  six  daj^s  of  9  hours  each  are  both  exclusive  of  meal  times. 

No  rate  is  fixed  in  respect  to  work  on  week  days  in  excess  of  10 
hours,  payment  for  such  work  being  arranged  between  the  employer 
and  workmen;  but  it  is  lawful  for  employers  and  workmen  to  agree 
to  an  inclusive  weekly  minimum  rate  as  set  out  above  in  the  case  of 
plowmen,  cattlemen,  yardmen,  and  male  milkers,  to  cover  all  hours 
worked  on  week  days  and  Sundays. 

Mineral  Resources. 

From  investigations  which  have  so  far  been  carried  out,  it  has 
become  evident  that,  though  the  general  prosperity  of  the  mineral 
industry  of  Ireland  during  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth  century  is 
hardly  likely  to  be  revived,  a  substantial  increase  in  the  production 
of  certain  minerals  could  be  maintained  under  improved  conditions. 
Since  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  not  only  lias  the  normal  production 
of  minerals  not  been  maintained,  but  there  has  been  in  almost  every 
case  a  very  considerable  falling  oif  in  the  output. 

The  production  of  nonferrous  metals  in  recent  years  has  been 
negligible.  A  good  deal  of  prospecting  work  has  been  done  on  the 
Avoca  group  of  copper  mines  in  County  Wicklow,  and  it  is  now 
estimated  that  considerable  quantities  of  low-grade  copper  ore  have 
been  proved.  Exploration  for  secondary  enrichment  of  these  mines 
has  taken  place,  and  it  is  stated  that  there  appears  to  be  a  fair  pros- 
pect of  their  becoming  important  copper  producers.  Tests  are 
being  made  with  a  view  to  utilizing  some  material  containing  iron 
pyrites  too  low  in  yield  of  sulphur  to  be  dealt  with  ordinarily.  A 
small  expenditure  has  been  sanctioned  to  double  a  dressing  plant 
working  upon  dumps  and  to  reopen  a  portion  of  the  old  workings  of 
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the  Glendalougli  and  Liiganiire  mines  in  County  Wicklow.  A  mine 
formerly  worked  for  antimony  in  the  parish  of  Clontibret,  County 
Monaghan,  will  jirobably  be  proved  shortly. 

Production  of  Other  Minerals. 

Boring  in  Ireland  has  been  undertaken  in  certain  areas  to  deter- 
mine the  thickness  and  value  of  cannel  coal,  but  as  yet  the  investiga- 
tion has  not  reached  any  conclusive  stage.  It  is  estimated  that  the 
minimum  quantity  of  coal  remaining  in  half  a  dozen  Irish  coal  fields 
is  300,000,000  tons  of  a  good  quality. 

In  1916  (latest  statistics  available)  15,329  tons  of  barium  com- 
pounds were  mined  in  Ireland,  75,240  tons  of  anthracite,  89,833  tons 
of  other  coal,  7  tons  of  copper  ore,  30,678  tons  of  iron  ore,  1  ton  of 
lead  ore,  and  25,035  tons  of  rock  salt;  also  about  16,000  tons  of  barytes 
and  witherite,  in  regard  to  which  it  is  stated  that  tliere  are  many 
large  deposits  that  have  not  yet  been  developed.  Very  little  zinc 
ore  is  obtained  in  this  country''.  The  soapstone  industry  is  now  being 
worked  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  which  produces  the  bulk  of  the  out- 
put for  the  United  Kingdom,  About  583,000  tons  of  limestone  are 
quarried  annually  and  used  chiefly  for  flux  in  the  smelting  of  iron 
ores  and  in  -the  production  of  cement. 

Little  has  been  done  during-  the  past  20  years  in  the  way  of 
mining  pyrites.  Some  2,000  tons  are  obtained  annually  from  Ire- 
land, and  that  amount  represents  a  little  less  than  a  fifth  of  the 
entire  output  for  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  production  of  bauxite,  whicli  is  the  principal  source  of  alumin- 
ium, is  confined  to  the  County  of  Antrim,  with  occasional  supplies 
from  Londonderry. 

lumbering — Water  Pov.'ers. 

According  to  the  statistics  compiled  by  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, the  area  under  woods  and  plantations  in  Leinster  in  1916 
was- 90,657  acres;  in  Munster,  95,727  acres;  in  Ulster,  57,616  acres; 
and  in  Connaught  49,585  acres;  or  a  total  for  all  Ireland  of  293,585 
acres.  During  the  year  ended  June  30,  1916,  686  acres  were  planted 
Avith  trees,  73  acres  more  than  in  the  pi'eceding  year.  The  number  of 
trees  felled,  both  for  clearance  and  for  thinning  plantations,  was 
740,618.  Of  the  trees  felled,  560,439  were  used  for  mining  piirpo.ses 
(which  appears  to  have  been  the  chief  purpose  to  which  the  timber 
of  almost  all  descriptions  was  applied),  28.856  for  railway  purposes, 
32,583  for  j^alings,  8,015  for  fuel,  9,743  for  furniture  and  building, 
14,972  for  carts,  wagons,  etc.,  35,624  for  butter  and  egg  boxes  and 
packing  cases,  1,892  for  clog  soles,  404  for  sliip  and  boat  building, 
and  1,839  for  s])ools  and  bobbins. 

There  are  in  Ireland  nine  rivers  Avith  catclnnent  areas  of  over  1,000 
square  miles,  and  thirteen  others  with  catchments  of  over  500  square 
miles.  Opinion  is  divided  as  to  the  value  of  Irish  water  poAvers.  Some 
engineers  who  have  looked  into  the  matter  carefully  tliink  their 
value  and  possible  utility  slight  and  that  water  facilities  are  not  so 
advantageous  as  the  water  area  would  lead  one  to  believe.  Plowevcr, 
it  is  generally  maintained  that  there  is  ample  room  for  development 
of  electrical  power  by  the  tideways,  lakes,  and  rivers  and  that  the 
numerous  catchment  areas  could  be  turned  to  good  advantage.  Ee- 
cently  an  expert  committee  has  been  appointed  by  the  Government  to 
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investigate  the  actual  water  power  resources  of  Ireland  and  their 
value,  and  its  report  is  awaited  with  much  interest. 
Manufacturing  and  Communications. 

There  are  in  Ireland  practicality  no  inland  manufacturing  or  large 
mining  districts  exchanging  traffic  with  each  other  and  with  sea- 
ports. Such  goods  as  there  are  for  export  or  for  internal  trade 
are  almost  entirely  of  the  nature  of  live  stock,  butter,  eggs,  and  other 
agricultural  produce,  or  light  goods  requiring  speed  in  delivery. 
Agriculture  is  the  only  considerable  business  or  trade.  w"ith  the  ex- 
ception of  shipbuilding,  linen  manufacturing  at  Belfast,  and  the 
manufacture  of  alcoholic  drinks  at  Dublin  and  elsewhere. 

The  genei'al  condition  of  the  Irish  railways  is  good,  although  the 
only  extensions  of  any  importance  are  at  Wolf  hill  (Queens  County), 
Gastlecomer  (County  Kilkenny),  Arigna  (County  Leitrim),  and 
Athy  (County  Kildare).  At  Ath}^  the  extension  is  about  completed 
and  joins  the  main  line  at  Athy  Station;  aud  the  new  line  is  about 
9  miles  in  length.  The  Castlecom.er  extension,  which  connects  with 
the  Maryborough  and  Kilkenny  branch  at  Dunmore  West  (between 
Kilkenny  and  Ballyragget  Stations),  is  in  the  course  of  construction 
and  when  completed  will  be  about  10  miles  long.  Both  these  lines 
are  being  built  at  the  expense  of  the  Government,  which  took  the 
railways  over  in  January,  1917.  The  object  of  these  various  exten- 
sions is  the  developuient  of  the  coal  fields  in  their  vicinity. 

The  general  condition  of  canals  in  Ireland  is  stated  to  be  only  fair. 
There  are  no  new  steamship  lines  running  to  this  country,  but  an 
endeavor  is  being  made  to  arrange  for  direct  lines  between  the  United 
States  and  Ireland,  as  avcU  as  between  France  and  Italy  and  this 
country. 
Shipbuilding  in  Ireland  during  the  War. 

The  following  are  the  jiarticulars  of  gross  tonnage  and  indicated 
horsepower  of  vessels  built  by  Workman,  Clark  &  Co.,  of  Belfast, 
since  tlie  outbreak  of  the  war : 


Year. 

Vessels. 

Gross 
tonnage. 

Indif^ated 
horse- 
power. 

Year. 

Vessels. 

Gross 
tonnage. 

Inli-ated 
horse- 
power. 

1914 

9 

9 

5 

35 

73, 140 
31,675 

8,675 
76, 990 

45,000 
30;  7C0 
20, 300 
51,750 

1918 

19 

69,370 

51, 100 

1915  ■ 

Total 

191R 

77 

259,  S50 

19S,  S50 

1917 

During  the  war  the  Workman-Clark  Co.  handled  1,396  vessels  of 
various  types,  in  the  way  of  either  building  or  repairing  and  over- 
hauling. 

Harland  &  Wolff,  of  Belfast,  have  turned  out  the  largest  number 
of  standard  ships  of  any  British  shipbuilder.  Since  the  construction 
of  these  vessels  was  commenced  in  1917,  26  standard  ships  of  six 
types  and  a  total  gross  tonnage  of  136,827  have  been  put  into  service 
by  this  firm.  Notwithstanding  the  heavy  volume  of  repair  work 
carried  out  during  1918  and  a  large  amount  of  naval  construction 
this  company's  share  of  the  British  merchant  ship  production 
amounts  to  about  one-seventh  of  the  total.  This  firm  also  constructs 
its  own  machinery  and  auxiliary  fittings.  Its  total  output  for  1918 
was  33  vessels  of  219,567  gross  tons  and  209,660  indicated  horsepoAver. 
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LaBnehings  at  Other  Yards. 

The  Dublin  Dockyard  Co.  has  fino  loiiilding  berths,  three  of  which 
are  capable  of  building  ships  of  3,500  tons  deadweight  and  two  capa- 
ble of  building  ships  up  to  eight  or  nine  thousand  tons  deadweight. 
About  1,000  workers  are  employed  b}^  this  company.  It  is  stated 
that  owing  to  the  extensive  repair  work  undertaken  during  the  war 
the  output  of  new  construction  fell  below  the  capacity  of  the  yard. 
The  launchino's  since  1914:  numbered : 


Year. 

Vessels. 

Gross 
tonnage. 

Indicated 
horse- 
power. 

Year. 

Vessels. 

Gross 
tonnage. 

Indicated 
horse- 
power. 

1914 

2 
3 
2 
2 

2,637 

2,407 
2, 18.5 
1,746 

2,100 
1, 750 
1,800 
1,  SOO 

1918 

4 

5,022 

4,150 

1915 

Total 

1916 

13 

13,997 

11,690 

1917 

. 

Queenstown  Dry  Docks  Shipbuilding  &  Engineering  Co.  has  been, 
carrying  out  considerable  ship  repair  work  at  Passage  West  and 
Eushbrooke  as  well  as  the  building  of  steel  barges  to  Lloyd's  re- 
quirements. 
Ireland's  Eoreign  Trade. 

Ireland  with  a  population  of  4,390,200  has  an  area  of  20,854,722 
statute  acres  or  32,G00  square  miles,  which  is  divided  into  four 
Provinces— Leinster,  Munster,  Ulster,  and  Connaught.  Dublin  is  the 
capital  and  one  of  the  principal  ports,  with  Belfast  in  the  north  and 
Cork  in  the  south  as  the  two  other  leading  centers  of  commercial 
activity.  Limerick,  Londonderry,  and  Galway  rank  next  in  import- 
ance. 

Data  of  the  island's  foreign  trade  for  1918  are  not  yet  available; 
official  statistics  relating  to  Ireland's  foreign  commerce  for  1917  are, 
however,  procurable.  These  show  a  total  value  (imports,  exports, 
and  reexports)  of  $105,154,206  for  that  year,  contrasted  with  a  value 
of  $98,612,224  in  1916,  $82,919,788  in  1915,  $76,807,014  in  1914,  and 
$94,622,143  in  1913.  Imports  in  1917  reached  the  record  value  of  $104,- 
867,058,  contrasted  with  $96,576,729  in  1916,  $81,631,557  in  1915,  $70,- 
870,799  in  1914,  and  $84,348,167  in  1913;  but  exports  dropped  to 
$28"6,890,  compared  with  $1,322,154  in  1916,  $803,114  in  1915,  $2,- 
403,915  in  1914,  and  $3,571,592  in  1913 ;  and  the  reexport  trade  prac- 
ticallv  disapi:;eared,  reexports  being  valued  at  oiilv  $258,  compared 
with  $713,341  in  1916,  $485,117  in  1915,  $3,532,300'  in  1914,  and  $6,- 
742,384  in  1913.  This  trade  was  distributed  among  the  Irish  ports  as 
follows : 


Ports. 


Belfast  (including  Larne) 

Imports 

Exports 

Reexports 

Cf  J<jraine  ( including  Portrush ) 

Imports 

E.xports 

Cork  (including  Kinsalc,  Queenstown, 
Roberts  Cove,  and  Youghal) 

Imports 

E.xports 

Drogh  eda 

Imports 

Exports : 


1913 


.S55, 703, 

47,»;3, 

1,  7.59, 

6,  740, 

25, 

25, 


7, 953, 

7, 583, 

369, 

93, 

82, 

-   10, 


.?43,648,636   $37,088,346 


39, 267, 243 

849, 920 

3,531,473 

3C,'085 

26, 5 12 

<),  .543 

7,317,931 

G,  806, 924 

511,007 

54,  407 

54, 407 


35,957,0.50 

646, 179 

485,117 

8,516 

8,516 


8,  249, 345 

8,243,408 

5,937 

65,  474 

65,  474 


S49, 985-,  963 

47,989,720 

1, 282, 902 

713,341 


10, 055, 595 

10, 0S9, 609 

15,986 

96, 994 

96,994 


1917 


$53,092,508 

52, 816, 869 

275, 376 

258 

112 

112 


13, 452, 383 

13,449,609 

2,774 


lEELAlSTD — DTJBLI3r. 


Ports. 


Dublin  (including    Arklow,     Kingstown, 
Skerries,  and  Wicklow) 

Imports 

Exports 

Reexports 

Dundalk  (including  Annagassan) 

Imports 

Galway 

Imports 

Limerick    (including    Clare    Castle    and 
Foynes) 

Imports 

E  xports 

Reexports 

Londonderry  (including  Moville) 

Imports 

Exports 

Kewry  (including  Greenore  and  Warren- 
port)  

Imports 

Exports 

Bkibberoen     (including     Baltimore    and 
Bantry ) 

Imports 

Exports 

Bligo  (including  Ballyshannon  and  Done- 
gal)  

Imports 

Tralee  (including  Fenit) 

Imports 

Exports 

Waterford    (including    Dungarvan,    New 
Ross,  and  Passage  East) 

Imporl.s 

E  xports 

Westport  (including  Ballina) 

Imports 

Wexford 

Imports 

Exports 


1913 


$16,321,102 
15,371,045 
948,554 
1, 503 
148,302 
148, 302 
159,972 
159,972 

6, 161, 865 

6, 103, 1S5 

58,651 

29 

2, 120, 553 

1,933,115 

187, 438 

503, 225 
503, 225 


$14,273,702 

13,536,311 

730, 564 

827 

6,618 

6,618 

136, 189 

136, 189 

4, 307, 899 

4, 295,  733 

12, 166 


Grand  total  for  all  Ireland . 


28, 868 

27, 369 

1,499 

1,451,872 
1,451,872 
1,481,300 
1,479,280 
2,020 

2,381,957 

2, 15:),  891 

231, 0Q6 

55. 04o 

55,  045 

13,007 

10,828 

2,239 


!523,453,401 

23, 348, 698 

104, 703 


1, 862, 336 

1,727,554 

134, 802 

261,029 

256, 722 

4,307 

14,176 

12,512 

1,664 

1,587,209 
1,  587,  209 
1,088,578 
1,087,410 
1,168 

2,171,189 

2, 039,  803 

131,386 

21,836 

21,836 

19,174 

7,786 

11,388 


133,907 
133, 907 

6, 168,  722 
6, 168, 722 


2, 272, 801 
2, 272, 801 


195,288 
195,288 


30,  757 

28,810 

1,947 

1,502,065 
1, 502, 005 
1,4.37,622 
1,437,622 


2,262,319 

2,  224,  784 

37,535 

44,412 

44,412 

6,813 


6,  813 


§25,698,448 

25, 696, 088 

2,360 


64,019 
64,019 

5, 888, 275 
5, 888, 275 


2,009,217 
2,009,217 


47,984 
47,  984 


92, 176 
88. 429 
3,747 

839, 758 

839,  758 

1,454,135 

1,454,135 


2, 379, 660 

2, 362, 501 

17, 159 


1917 


$26,944,024 

26, 938, 204 

5,820 


33,744 
33,744 


5, 269, 670 
5, 269,  770 


1,679,424 
1,679,424 


623, 423 

620, 503 

2,920 

248,031 

248,  031 

1,546,072 

1, 546, 072 


2, 262, 251 

2, 262, 251 


2,511 

2,511 

58 

68 


94,662,143  1  76,807,014     82,919,788     98,612,224   105,154,206 


Factors  Affecting  Totals, 

"  In  respect  of  July,  1917,  and  subsequent  months,"  says  the  official 
Annual  Statement  of  Trade,  "  the.se  accounts  include,  so  far  as  par- 
ticulars are  available  at  the  time  of  compilation,  merchandise  im- 
ported and  exported  in  public  as  well  as  in  private  ownership,  ex- 
cept exports  for  the  use  of  His  Majesty's  forces  on  active  service. 
The  records  previous  to  July,  1917,  include;  in  the  case  of  imports, 
all  articles  of  food,  but  do  not  include  other  goods  which  at  the  time 
of  importation  were  known  to  be  the  property  of  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment or  the  Governments  of  the  Allies.  In  the  case  of  goods 
exported,  the  figures  for  these  months  include  goods  bought  in  the 
United  Kingdom  by  or  on  behalf  of  the  Governments  of  the  Allies, 
but  do  not  include  goods  taken  from  British  Government  stores  and 
depots,  or  goods  bought  by  his  Majesty's  Government  and  shipped 
on  Government  vessels." 

The  constantly  advancing  cost  of  most  articles  entering  into  the 
foreign  commerce  of  tlie  world  must  also  be  taken  into  consideration 
in  any  analytical  study  of  the  figures. 


DUBLIN. 

Dublin  is  situated  centrally  on  the  eastern  coast,  close  to  the  mouth 
of  the  River  Liffey.  The  city  lies  292  miles  northw^est  of  London, 
138  miles  west  of  Liverjpool,  and  GO  miles  west  of  Holyhead,  and  has 
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a  population  of  371,936.  The  brewing  of  porter  is  extensively  car- 
ried on,  and,  in  addition  to  the  brewery  shipments,  large  quantities 
of  bottled  stout  are  exported.  The  distillation  of  whisky  is  also  an 
important  local  industry.  Large  quantities  of  agricultural  products 
are  exported  from  this  section. 

The  value  of  Dublin's  foreign  trade  in  1917  (including  that  also  of 
Arklow,  Kingstown,  Skerries,  and  Wicklow)  is  officially  given  as 
$20,944,024,  against  $25,698,448  in  1916,  $23,453,401  in  1915, 
$14,273,702  in  1914,  and  $16,321,102  in  1913.  The  chief  articles 
entering  into  this  commerce  were : 


Articles. 


1913 


1917 


IMPOETS. 

BreadstiiiYs: 

B  alley cwt  - 

Maize do  - 

Oats do . 

Oatmeal,  groats,  rolled  oats,  etc... do. 

Wheat do. 

Wlicat  meal  and  flour do. 

Chemical  manufactures  and  pro- 
ducts   value  - 

Chinaware,  earthenware,  and  pottery . cwt - 
Fertilizers: 

Phosphate  of  lime,  and  rock  phos- 
phate   tons . 

other do . 

Glass  manufactures: 

Wuidow,  etc cwt . 

Bottles gross. 

other cwt . 

Hardware value. 

Ice tons. 

Machinery,  and  parts  of value. 

Margarine cwt . 

Metals  and  ores: 

Iron  and  steel tons . 

Pyrites  of  iron  and  copper do . 

Oil:  Petroleum galls. 

Oilseed  cake tons . 

Paper  and  articles  of  paper cwt. 

Paper-making  materials tons. 

Seeds:  Flax  or  linseed quarters. 

Spirits,  wines,  etc.: 

Beer bbls  a . 

Brandy pf.  galls . 

Wine galls . 

Sugar,  refined "cwt  - 

Tea lbs. 

Tobacco,  unmanufactured do . 

Toys  and  games value. 

Wood  and  timber: 

Hewn loads . 

Sawn  or  split,  planed  or  dressed,  and 
sleepers loads . 

Staves do  - 

Wood  manufactures value . 

Parcel  post do. 

All  other do. 

Total  value,  all  imports 

EXPORTS. 

Brcadstufis cwt  - . 

Fish:  Uerring !  do . . 

Glass:  Bottles gross . . 

Spirits,  wines,  etc.: 

Aerated  and  mJneral  waters.doz.  bots. . 

Beer  and  ale bbls. . 

Wool,  sheep's  or  lambs' lbs. . 

Ships  and  boats,  new gross  tonnage.. 

Parcel  post value. . 

All  other do . . 

Total  value,  all  exports 


683, 300 

1,113,900 

78, 900 

14,712 

2, 606, 400 

343, 800 

$31,009 
3,634 


49, 531 
13, 300 

22,  <49 
16,257 
13,400 
$107, 676 
2,711 
$117, 871 
3,584 

5,814 

24, 179 

i,  462, 563 

8,502 

98, 513 

477 

8, 692 

3,817 
3,209 
14, 030 
131,369 
439,212 
398, 561 
§40. 226 


5,368 


84, 
1, 

$52, 
$239, 
$679, 


68, 400 

859, 300 

45, 500 

13,059 

, 295, 600 

457, 700 

$74, 779 
3,890 


59,288 
10, 60S 

16, 754 
IS, 630 
12, 183 
$97, 491 
3,503 
$90, 726 
2,406 

5,007 
29, 840 
7, 353, 353 
6, 662 
123, 640 
2,513 
2,279 

3,504 
1,9S9 
13, 774 
112,132 
435,414 
686, 4.39 
$25,807 

3, 246 

54, 162 

827 

$56, 792 

$358, 811 

$726, 968 


496, 300 
1,604,800 

133, 200 

21,954 

2,411,500 

378, 600 

$57, 902 
239 


56, 745 
2,425 

9,782 

4,112 

4,308 

$10, 405 


$35, 647 
1,105 

2,843 
36, 118 
9, 480, 199 
10, 436 
124, 229 
2,828 
4,779 

1,330 

5,217 

53, 266 

373,225 

382, 651 

3, 044,  397 

$715 

607 

66, 596 

1,392 

$50, 947 

$315,719 

$877, 522 


626, 700 
879, 300 


39,842 

2, 847, 200 

278, 200 

$36, 382 
180 


52,218 
2,750 

12,  692 
3,967 
3, 921 

$1,664 


$51,118 


1,173 

37, 506 

7,042,120 

5,940 
OS, 925 

3,972 

5,940 

35S 

24, 932 

308, 910 

235, 007 

398 

1,453,879 


199 

53,504 

1,079 

$11,329 

S322, 167 

$618, 785 


5,371,045 


$13,536,311 


$23,348,698 


325,696,088 


121,995 
27, 290 
17,  ,554 

134, 066 

6, 896 

518, 600 

392 

$111,  O&S 

S60, 807 


140,044 
4,100 
16, 178 

231,423 

12, 700 

360, 100 


400 


4,358 


43,583 
3,680 


$61,931 


SIO, 195 


$948, 554 


«736,564         $104,703 


$2,360 


580, 700 

7&3, 100 

4,600 

18,796 

1, 945, 400 

704, 800 


53,584 


36 
156 
36 


$184, 591 
700 

81 

28, 299 

8, 497, 733 

758 

15, 990 


10, 314 
3,388 
99, 464 
290 
14, 902 


30 

13, 340 

370 

$2,857 

$186,893 

$1,307,312 


$26,938,204 


6  740 


»4,867 


85,820 


o  Barrels  of  36  gallons. 


b  Gallons. 
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The  units  employed  in  British  ofRcial  statistics  are  the  cental  of  100 
pounds,  the  hundredweight  of  112  pounds,  the  long  ton  of  2,240 
pounds,  the  quarter  (linseed)  of  410  to  424  pounds,  the  load  of  50 
cubic  feet  for  square  timber  and  40  cubic  feet  for  unhewn,  and  the 
imperial  gallon  equivalent  to  1.2  United  States  gallons. 

Declared  Exports — Shipping  Movement  at  Dublin. 

The  declared  value  of  Dublin's  direct  shipments  to  continental 
United  States  during  the  calendar  year  1918  was  only  one- 
fourth  that  for  1917  and  but  one-sixth  that  for  1916,  and  direct 
trade  to  the  American  insular  possessions  disappeared  entirely,  as 
the  following  table  shows : 


'             Articles. 

1916 

1917 

1918 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

TO  UNITED  STATES. 

Animals,  live: 

S 
4 

1 

$13,  .505 

1,317 

146 

307 

4,670 

28,463 

1,3.33 

5 
5 

$5,840 

316 

1,280 

8,624 

521 

1,465 

443 

3,003 

51,862 

Other do 

$3,989 

Breadstiiffs:  Oatmeal lbs.. 

331,. SOO 

4,909 

1,143 

Feathers  (for  beds) lbs.. 

Fur  skins:  Rabbit number. . 

5.3,1.53 
206, IGO 

35,245 
10,240 
2,4:33 

17,095 

7,789 

14,039 

77, 016 

5,645 
543, 792 

668, 996 

95,095 

Hides  and  skins: 

Cal  f pieces. . 

Goat do 

12,035 
19,r.S8 
2,602 

14,392 

1,270 

1,574 

10,308 

Kip 

5,154 
4,867 

764 
1,085 
16, S71 

335,428 

337,719 

203, 495 

2,7.55 

2,597 

363,259 

37,717 

6, 501 

2,347 

17,304 

40,481 

4,093 

1,434 

Pipes,  and  smokers'  articles 

1,421 
14,058 

1.54,975 

26S,  397 

254,550 

1,260 

4,984 

209, 749 

25,974 

10,029 

341 

41,393 

31,673 

1,576 

1,976 

7,151 

Spirits,  wines,  etc.: 
Malt  liquors — 

Bottled galls.. 

other do 

Whisky pf.  sals. . . 

GLu do 

339,  .595 

1,004,060 

80,349 

2,304 

120,800 

638, 977 

08,845 

660 

10,958 
62, 186 

15,2.'!3 
40,092 

2,151 

Ginger  ale doz.  bottles.. 

Leinon  soda,  etc do 

Prune  wine galls.. 

419,613 

47,135 

3,892 

220,690 
27,895 
4,575 

22, 260 
095 

22,424 
574 

Woolen  cloth lbs. . 

Works  of  art,  etc 

14,646 

28,159 

25, 984 

68,227 
5,874 

All  other 

1,977 

Total  to  United  States 

1,580,600 

1,105,025 

278, 366 

TO  PHILIPPINES. 

Breadstuffs:  Biscuits lbs.. 

137, 898 

38,032 

18,593 

7,164 

TO  PORTO  KICO. 

Breads tufis:  Biscuits lbs. . 

3,671 

1,276 

Returned  American  goods .\ . . 

28,784 

35, 160 

40, 576 

Grand  total  from  Dublin 

1,654,692 

1,147,349 

318,932 

As  to  maritime  movement  of  the  port  of  Dublin,  in  the  overseas 
trade  the  total  registered  tonnage  upon  which  the  rates  were  paid  in 
1917  was  212,488  as  compared  with  299,335  tons  in  1916,  sailing  ves- 
sels showing  a  decrease  of  28,002  tons  and  steamers  one  of  58,845  tons. 
110S0S°— 19— 19a 2 
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In  the  cross-channel  and  coasting  trade  the  registered  tonnage  upon 
which  rates  were  paid  was  1,559,375  as  compared  with  1,G66,271  tons 
in  lOlG,  saiHng  vessels  showing  a  decrease  of  3,438  tons  and  steamers 
one  of  10.3,158  tons.  The  total  registered  tonnage  for  the  3'ear  upon 
Vv'hich  rates  were  collected  was  1,771,803,  or  193,743  tons  less  than 
in  1916. 

GALWAY  AGENCY. 

Galway,  a  port  on  the  western  coast  of  Ireland  in  the  Province  of 
Connaught,  12G  miles  from  Dublin,  has  a  promising  future,  though 
the  war  has  seriously  interfered  with  its  foreign  trade  of  late.  It  has 
a  present  population  of  13,426. 

Oflicial  published  statistics  give  only  meager  details  of  its  im- 
ports, the  items  shown  for  1913-1917  being: 


Articles. 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

Bread.stuus:  Wheat 

cwt.. 

...tons.. 
dressed, 
..loads.. 
..value-. 

31,200 
2,400 

4,074 
$720 

Fertilizers 

Wood  and  timber:  Sawn  or  split,  planed  or 

and  sleepers 

All  other 

1,988 

6,766 
$6,653 

4,166 

2,116 

341 

819,636 

4 

877 

811,212 

«2,934 

$159,972 

$136,189 

8133,907 

564,019 

!J33, 744 

Galway's  Exports  to  United  States. 

Declared  exports  to  the  United  States  from  Galway  agency  de- 
clined during  1918,  but  the  decrease  was  not  proportionally  so  sharp 
as  it  was  in  the  case  of  Dublin,  already  noted.  As  shown  by  the  con- 
sular records,  Galway's  shipments  to  continental  United  States  dur- 
ing the  last  three  years  consisted  of: 


Articles. 

1916 

1917 

1918 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Fish:  Maclcerel,  pickled lbs. . 

Wliisky pf.  galls. . 

Woolen  cloths lbs . . 

129, 800 

2,957 

199,680 

S8,817 

4,221 

174,999 

80,000 

S9,  S30 

369,800 

$49,078 

233,186 

228,347 

08,626 

101,018 

Total 

188,037 

238,177 

150,096 

No  invoices  were  certified  at  Galway  for  the  American  insular 
possessions. 

BELFAST. 

Belfast,  the  largest  industrial  center  in  Ireland,  is  situated  on  both 
banks  of  the  Eiver  Lagan  and  is  101  miles  northeast  of  Dublin.  It 
has  an  estimated  population  of  893,000.  It  is  the  chief  center  of 
Irish  linen  manufacture.  Shipbuilding  and  ro])cand  cordage  making 
rank  next  among  the  important  industries  of  the  district,  and  its 
other  activities  include  distilling,  })ork  curing,  aerated-water  making, 
felt  manufacture,  manufacture  of  artificial  fertilizers,  flour  milling 
and  baking,  letter-press,  lithographic,  and  ornamental  printing,  jam 
making,  iron  founding,  machine  making,  and  the  manufacture  of 
cigars,  cigarettes,  and  other  tobacco  products. 

The  American  consul  at  Belfast  makes  the  following  report: 
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Post- War  Status  of  Linen  Industry, 

The  linen  power  looms  now  at  v/ork  number  36,000,  and  some 
70,000  operatives  are  employed.  In  addition,  a  large  number  of 
hand  looms  are  still  used  in  country  districts.  The  linen  trade  has 
experienced  great  difficulties  during  the  past  four  years.  The  supply 
of  flax  was  far  below  requirements,  and  the  quantity  that  v/as  ob- 
tainable brought  very  high  prices.  The  suddenness  wdth  which  the 
war  terminated  caught  the  Government  with  large  contracts  in  ex- 
istence for  both  airplane  cloth  and  other  kinds  of  linen  goods  suit- 
able for  navy  and  army  needs;  and,  while  such  contracts  will  have 
to  be  carried  out,  it  is  possible  that  some  modification  may  be  made 
in  the  description  of  goods  to  be  manufactured,  because  there  is  a 
fair  stock  of  such  goods  already  on  hand.  While  the  use  of  air- 
planes is  certain  to  become  much  greater  year  bj'  year,  there  is  bound 
to  be  a  temporary  cessation  in  their  manufacture  until  the  effects  of 
the  war  have  been  gotten  rid  of  to  some  extent. 

Goods  for  civilian  purposes,  having  been  made  in  circumscribed 
quantities  for  the  past  several  years,  were  seldom, >  if  indeed  at  any 
time,  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  requirements  of  buyers  as  a  whole;  and, 
although  there  have  been  some  attempts  made  to  cancel  contracts, 
deliveries  are  never  refused  when  macle  in  full  accordance  witli  the 
terms  originally  agreed  upon.  In  any  case  it  is  believed  there  will 
be  no  cancellation  of  any  contracts,  no  matter  by  whom  placed;  and, 
because  of  the  raw-material  situation,  it  is  considered  impossible  for 
any  lower  prices  to  come  about  for  goods  of  any  description.  Allied 
to  the  linen  industry  is  the  making-up  trade,  which  is  carried  on 
chiefly  in  large  factories,  though  a  small  proportion  of  the  work  is 
still  done  in  the  homes  of  the  workers. 

Out-of-Work  Allowances  for  Mill  Hands. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Ministry  of  Labor  has  decided  to  recog- 
nize the  spinning  trade  as  one  of  the  scheduled  trades  to  come  under 
the  operation  of  the  Government  scheme  for  payment  of  out-of-work 
donation.  This  decision  will  enable  the  local  spinning  operatives  who 
have  had  their  v»^orking  hours  reduced  to  practically  half  of  their 
normal  period  to  receive  a  proportion  of  the  out-of-work  donation 
paid  by  the  Government  through  the  Labor  Exchange. 

Hitherto  this  class  of  operatives  has  not  been  entitled  to  participate 
in  the  benefits  of  the  scheme,  and  Avhen  the  question  of  a  shorter 
working  week  was  first  mooted  a  claim  was  put  forward  on  behalf 
of  the  workers  that  they  should  receive  uncmplo3'ment  donation  for 
the  hours  compulsorily  lost.  The  weekly  rate  paid  as  out-of-work 
donation  is  $7  for  men,  $6  for  women,  and  $3  for  workers  between 
the  ages  of  15  and  18  years.  Application  was  sent  to  the  Flax  Con- 
trol Board  to  allow  the  unemployment  donation  to  be  paid  by  the 
hour  instead  of  by  the  day.  This  request  has  not  been  acceded  to  by 
the  authorities,  but  they  have  decided  that  where  the  operatives  work 
only  three  days  weekly  they  will  receive  out-of-work  donation  for  tlie 
remaining  three  days  of  the  week,  wdiich  will  represent  half  the 
weekly  donation. 

The  Government's  decision  will  be  received  with  the  greatest  sat- 
isfaction by  employees  in  the  linen  trade,  for  whom,  in  consequence 
of  the  present  position  of  the  trade,  the  outlook  w^ould  otherwise 
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have  been  very  gloomy.  It  might  be  mentioned  in  this  connection 
that  at  a  conference  recently  held  in  Belfast  it  was  pointed  out  by 
the  representatives  of  the  Flax  Spinners'  Association  that  in  con- 
sequence of  the  high  price  of  flax  private  orders  were  not  coming 
in  and  that  emploj-ers  would  not  stock  large  quantities  of  yarn  and 
cloth  in  view  of  the  uncertainty  as  to  the  future  trend  of  prices,  and 
the  probability  of  the  adoption  of  short  hours  on  account  of  the 
falling  off  in  output  was  discussed. 

Short  Time  in  Yarn  Mills. 

The  Irisli  subcommittee  of  the  Flax  Control  Board  issued  an 
order,  Avhich  came  into  force  on  March  3,  1019,  reducing  the  produc- 
tion of  yarns  by  spinners  from  eight-elevenths  to  six-elevenths  of 
their  normal  full-time  production.  Mau}'^  of  the  local  spinning  mills 
had  anticipated  this  action  by  adopting  a  shorter  working  week, 
which  in  most  cases  was  put  into  operation  on  February  21,  1919. 
It  was  generally  agreed  by  the  employers  that  only  three  days  a 
week  should  be  worked,  and  each  firm  was  left  to  make  its  own  ar- 
rangements as  to  the  method  of  carrying  out  this  policy.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  it  has  been  decided  to  continue  this  arrangement  until 
the  prospects  of  tlie  trade  show  such  an  improvement  as  to  warrant 
a  resumption  of  the  normal  working  week. 

The  result  of  running  the  spinning  mills  during  only  three  days 
of  the  week  means  adding  from  21  to  36  cents  per  bundle  to  the 
cost  of  the  yarns  spun,  which,  of  course,  means  dearer  cloth  and 
higher  prices  for  all  remnants  of  contracts  still  to  deliver  where 
the  yarns  have  yet  to  be  spun.  Manufacturers  confess  to  having 
been  able  to  secure  some  odd  small  orders  for  cloth,  but  say  that  by 
the  end  of  this  month  [March],  when  all  Government  work  will  have 
been  disposed  of,  they  will  be  compelled  to  make  a  further  change  in 
the  working  hours  unless  business  becomes  much  better  in  the 
meantime. 
Revival  of  Business  E::pected — Work  for  Disabled  Soldiers. 

Owing  to  the  Government  restrictions  of  the  past  two  years  there 
is  a  marked  absence  of  stocks  in  the  hands  of  retailers  of  pure  linen 
fabrics  and  unions.  Once  steadier  conditions  become  pronounced  it 
is  confidently  expected  that  a  more  than  ordinarily  large  volume  of 
business  will  inmiediately  make  its  appearance  for  all  descriptions  of 
goods. 

A  practical  and  promising  effort  to  provide  suitable  and  remun- 
erative employment  for  the  discharged  disabled  soldiers  in  Lurgan  is 
about  to  materialize.  A  well-known  firm  of  Scottish  woolen  manu- 
facturers has  acquired  extensive  premises  in  that  tov/n,  and  pur- 
poses installing  100  or  more  looms  for  the  weaving  of  suiting  tweeds, 
employment  to  be  confined  to  disabled  service  men,  preferably  those 
with  one  arm  onl}^  or  otherwise  seriously  handicapped  for  the  pur- 
suit of  their  pre-war  occupation.  Allowances  Avill  be  given  during 
training,  and  a  guaranty  of  10  j'cars'  employment  at  attractive 
wages — much  larger  than  the  average  weaver  is  able  to  earn. 
Recent  Latincliings  at  Belfast  Shipyards. 

Coming  next  in  importance  to  the  linen  industry  is  shipbuilding. 
Workman,  Clark  &  Co.,  shipbuilders  of  Belfast,  launched  on  January 
22,  1919,  the  twin-screw  "  G "  type  standard  steamer  Wa?'  CercSj 
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which  will  be  managed  by  Bibby  Bros.  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool.  The 
new  vessel  is  470  feet  in  length  over  all,  with  a  gross  tonnage  of 
8,000.  The  propelling  machinery  consists  of  two  sets  of  high-pow- 
ered triple-expansion  reciprocating  engines.  It  is  expected  that  the 
vessel  will  be  ready  for  service  in  a  short  time. 

On  March  6,  1919,  the  Wca'  Paris,  a  standard  cargo  carrier  of  the 
"  G  "  type,  originally  intended  for  the  Government  but  now  acquired 
by  Shaw,  Savill  &  Albion,  was  launched  by  Ilarland  &  Wolfi-  from 
the  Queen's  Island.  The  vessel  is  450  feet  long  and  58  feet  beam, 
with  a  gross  tonnage  of  8,000.  Its  cargo-carrying  capacity  is  11,500 
ton>s,  and  the  appliances  for  working  the  cargo  are  of  the  latest  type, 
including  three  derricks  at  each  of  the  six  cargo  hatches.  These 
derricks  are  each  capable  of  lifting  5  tons,  and  they  are  worked  by 
13  double-purchase  steam  winches.  The  War  Paris  is  a  tvrdn-screw 
vessel  propelled  by  triple-expansion  engines,  supplied  with  steam 
from  three  large  cylindrical  boilers  working  under  forced  draft. 
After  the  launch  the  vessel  was  towed  to  the  fitting-out  wharf  to 
receive  its  engines  and  boilers,  which  have  been  constructed  by  the 
firm  at  this  city. 

On  the  same  date  Workman,  Clark  &  Co.  launched  the  twin-screw 
steamer  Alhlon  Stai\  built  by  them  for  the  shipping  controller  and 
transferred  to  the  Blue  Star  Line,  of  London.  This  new  vessel  is 
820  feet  in  length  over  all,  with  a  gross  tonnage  of  G.OOO.  The  holds 
and  'tween  decks  are  especially  clear  of  all  obstructions  and  ar- 
ranged for  the  carriage  of  frozen-meat  cargoes.  The  propelling 
machinery  consists  of  tAvo  sets  of  high-powered  triple-expansion  re- 
ciprocating engines. 
Ferroconcrete  Barges — Maritime  Movement  at  Belfast. 

There  was  launched  on  March  3,  1919,  from  the  shipbuilding  yard 
at  Warrenpoint,  County  Down,  established  by  J.  &  R.  Thompson  and 
M'Laughlin  &  Harvey,  the  second  of  the  ferroconcrete  barges  ar- 
ranged to  be  constructed  for  the  Admiralty.  The  first  one  was 
launched  on  December  18,  1918,  and  the  vessel  launched  on  March  3 
IS  similar  in  design  and  construction  to  the  pioneer  of  the  series. 
It  is  185  feet  in  length  and  30  feet  beam,  and  has  a  draft  of  15  feet 
loaded,  its  tonnage  being  about  1,000  tons  Board  of  Trade  measure- - 
ment.  It  is  understood  that  there  are  two  other  vessels  of  similar 
character  on  the  slips. 

During  the  Avar  many  of  the  newer  steamers  built  on  the  Lagan 
were  in  the  Government  service  as  auxiliary  cruisers,  patrols,  and 
transports,  and  now  that  the  owners  have  them  back  they  are  plac- 
ing them  in  the  hands  of  the  shipbuilding  firms  for  what  amounts 
almost  to  reconstruction.  These  vessels  were  all  passenger  boats  and 
will  have  again  to  be  made  suitable  for  the  trades  for  which  they 
were  originally  designed. 

The  total  tonnage  of  the  vessels  which  arrived  at  Belfast  during 
1918  was  2,400,082,  of  \A\\q\\  2,091,471  was  in  respect  of  cross-channel 
and  coastwise  trade  and  308,611  of  foreign — an  increase  over  the  pre- 
vious year  of  136,842  in  cross-channel  and  coastwise,  and  a  decrease 
of  70,698  in  foreign. 

Imports  during  1913-3917. 

Rising  prices  had  much  to  do  with  the  increase  shown  in  the  value 
of  Belfast's  imports  during  1917   (latest  official  figures  available), 
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as  the  quantity  of  most  of  the  principal  articles  was  smaller  that  year 
than  in  1916.  Exports  dwindled  to  one-fourth  those  of  1916.  A 
resume  of  the  foreign  trade  of  Belfast  (including  Larne)  for  the  five 
years  1913-1917  follows : 


Articles. 


IMPORTS. 

Breadstuffs: 

Barley cwt . 

Maize do . . . 

Oats do... 

Oatmeal,  groats,  rolled  oats,  etc.  .do. . . 

Rice,  rice  meal,  and  flour do. . . 

Rye do . . . 

Wheat do... 

Wheat  meal  and  flour do. . . 

Cotton,  raw centals. 

Fibers,  and  manufactures  of: 

Flax tons . 

Hemp do. .. 

Linen  yarn lbs. 

Linen  manufactures value. 

Glass,  manufactures  of: 

Window,  etc cwt . 

Bottles gross . 

Other cwt. 

Hardware value. 

Machinery,  and  parts  of do.*. 

Margarine cwt. 

Metals  and  ores,  and  manufactures  of: 

Iron  and  steel,  all  kinds tons. 

Ores,  unenuraeratcil do. . . 

Oil:  Petroleum galls . 

Oilseed  cake tons. 

Paper  and  articles  of  paper cwt. 

Paper-making  materials tons. 

Phosphaie  of  lime,  and  rock  phosph.ate, 

tons 

Seeds: 

Clover  and  grass cwt. 

Flax  or  linseed quarte.'s. 

Spirits:  Geneva pf.  galls. 

Starch,  dextrin,  and  farina,  or  potato  flour, 

cwt 

Stones  and  .<;iates tons. 

Sugar,  refined cwt. 

Tea lbs. 

Tobacco,  unmanufactured do... 

Wood  and  timber: 

Hewn loads. 

Sawn  or  split,  planed  or  dressed,  and 
sleepers.". loads . 

Staves do. .. 

Furniture    woods,    hardwoods,    and 

veneers tons. 

Wood  manufactures value . 

All  other do . . . 


Total  value,  all  imports. 


BreadstufTs:  Oats cwt.. 

Chemicals,   and    chemical    preparations, 

value 

Fibers: 

Cordage  and  twine cwt . . 

Flax  and  hemp tons.. 

Linen  yarn lbs. . 

Linen  manufactures value. . 

Fish:  Herring cwt. . 

Machinery value. . 

Seeds,  all  sorts -. cwt.. 

Vegetables:  Potatoes do 

Sliips  and  boats,  new gross  tonnage. . 

All  other value. . 

Total  value,  all  ports 


521,200 

5, 619, 100 

89, 300 

1G,3S3 

26,430 

305,380 

1,856,200 

729, 900 

402, 119 

41,800 

4, -274 

12,210.619 

$406, 435 

17,074 
41,644 
9,  638 
S.">1,  415 
SoS,087 
8,394 

25, 221 
3P, 725 
9,077,138 
20,r3j 
135, 994 
12, 309 

14,196 

1,522 

9,109 

42, 426 

20, 167 
1,051 

528,235 
1,092,095 
4,525,151 

16, 753 

132.326 
3;  167 

4,876 

S113,526 

$1,466,160 


.S47,2e3,244 


$292 


197 
340,000 
822, 362 
53, 682 
$191,682 
32, S37 


9,424 

$88,337 

$1,759,434 


339 

5, 256 

109: 

IS 

23 

226 

1,  230 

676 

23S 

35 

2 

10, 176 

$164; 

11 

28; 

$33 

$199 

6, 

16 

40 

8,35« 

14 

133 


1 

13 
48 

16 
1 

39S 

721 
8,319 

10 

94 
1 


S141 
S994 


.*39, 267, 243 


$155, 485 

3,716 

248 

275,300 

$34,859 

3, 0.80 

$159, 334 

22,118 

95, 289 


$177,399 
$849, 920 


309, 100 

4, 860, 600 

34,000 

42,815 


167,330 

1.065,500 

571,400 

109, 668 

23,880 
826 


$2,331 

4,854 
11, 646 

1,918 

$5,421 

$10S,  674 

2,510 

8,212 
25, 999 
7,814,857 
20  243 
133' h.O 
10,990 

17, 349 

5i  005 
13.818 
55;  486 

12,033 
23  i 

116,074 

70S, 587 

11,635,464 

1,33S 

76,  79S 
298 

1,562 
$102, 153 
$956, 554 


1916 


461,200 

3, 382, 600 

8,600 

15, 090 


387, 060 

1,612,600 

409,500 

163, 140 

28,590 

646 

26,880 


7, 263 
14, 1.54 
2,247 
$1,134 
$29,895 
60 

3, 243 

37,3.54 

7,571,598 

16,964 

116,802 

6,323 

15,  756 

5,  083 
16,3S2 
27, 207 

26, 765 

160 

173,440 


6, 409, 848 

2, 100 

64,679 
540 

551. 

$87, 047 

$l,00S,i-X)6 


«35,957,Q50  ,$47,989,720 


$146, 2.87 

32.964 

9 

12,500 

$5,416 


$22, 133 
4,885 
97,365 


'$.54ffe 
$6-10,  i79 


211,743 

$70, 720 

3,140 


5. 500 
$50,719 


$240, 775 

260 

152,581 


$8,025 
$1,282,902 


552,200 

2  603,200 

5,700 

55,265 


379,600 

1,546,400 

458,700 

71,138 

23,863 
416 


866 
995 


S59, 707 
27 

168 

31,395 

6,137,802 

9,011 

24, 825 

1,390 

9, 145 

592 

10,865 

C 

9,650 

150 

51,929 

20"? 

'548,601 

295 

14,534 
547 

161 

.$,51,6.58 
$2,  450, 254 


$52,816,8(i9 


$76,501 


105, 672 
'  $6,' 030 
$275,376 
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Annual  Show  and  Sale  of  Pedigreed  Cattle. 

The  annual  show  and  sale  of  shorthorn  bulls  and  heifers,  dairy 
bulls,  and  Aberdeen-Angus  bulls  and  heifers,  promoted  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Ko3^al  Ulster  Agricultural  Society,  was  held  at  Bal- 
moral— the  first  occasion  on  which  the  organization  could  make  use 
of  these  grounds  since  1916.  The  show,  taken  as  a  whole,  was  not  so 
effective  from  the  standpoint  of  either  numbers  or  quality  as  some 
of  it^  more  immediate  predecessors,  but  this  was  attributable  to  the 
difficulty  of  procuring  feeding  stuffs.  The  entries  totaled  590,  as 
against  620  last  year,  while  the  number  of  animals  exhibited  was 
665,  compared  with  592.  In  the  department  for  shorthorns  there 
were  465  bulls,  which  showed  a  decrease  of  12,  and  66  heifers,  a 
falling  off  of  14.  The  winners  were  all  of  very  high  merit,  particu- 
larly in  the  younger  classes, 

LONDONDERRY  AGENCY. 

Londonderry,  a  seaport  in  the  Province  of  Ulster,  is  situated  on 
the  River  Foyle,  is  123  miles  from  Dublin,  and  has  a  population  of 
39,892.  Its  industries  include  several  flour  mills,  distilleries,  foun- 
dries, and  lanyards,  as  well  as  shirt  factories,  sawmills,  coach  fac- 
tories, and  ship3'ards. 

Maize  (Indian  corn)  is  its  chief  import,  phosphates,  pyrites,  seeds, 
and  wood  being  the  other  leading  articles  received  from  abroad,  as 
the  following  table  shows : 


Articles. 


Breadstufls:  Maize cwt.. 

Phosphate  of  lime,  and  rock  phosphate, 

tions ' , 

PyrittiS  of  iron  and  copper do 

Seeds:  Flax  oTliiisfecd quarters., 

Woe(i,and  tinfyh^:  Sawn  or  split,  planed 

or  dressed,  tind  sleepers loads. . 

All  other valu«. . 

■Total  value,  all  imports 


1, 103, 900 


5,799 
1,"S7 
4,005 


14,763 
S30, 420 


$1,933,115 


92.5, -100 

4,500 
3,934 
2,4?0 

'l2,974 
Sl('>,415 


1,038,100 


5,687 
3,364 


10, 600 
S2, 676 


$1,727,554  82,272,801 


685, 300 


5,485 
3,250 


3,506 
S2, 730 


82,009,217 


333, 800 

2, 050 
3,717 


S168, 868 


81, 679, 424 


Londonderry's  exports  during  this  period,  as  disclcsed  by  official 
British  statistics,  consisted  of  24,870  hundredweight  of  herring, 
valu,ed.  at,. f 57,989,  and  1,679  gross  tons  of  new  ships,  valued  at 
$129,449,  in  1913;  and  1,806  gross  tons  of  new  ships,  valued  at 
$134,802,  in  1914. 

CORK. 

Cork,  the  capital  of  the  Province  of  Munster,  is  situaiecl  on  the 
Iiiver  Lee,  which  here  divides  into  two  main  branches  and  forms  an 
island,  and  is  11  miles  inland  from  the  entrance  of  the  river  into  Cork 
Ilarbor.  Tt  is  165  miles  south  of  Dublin  and  has  a  population  of 
100,022.;; 

.  Promising  industrial  prospects  are  opened  up  for  the  city  and 
count}^  of  Cork  by  ^he  establishment  of  a  tractor  plant  here  hy  Henry 
Ford  &  Son,  of  Dearborn,  Mich.,  and  the  acquisition  of  the  Passage 
West  and  Bushbrobkc  Docks  by  Furness,  Withy  &  Co.  These  two 
firms,  it  is  expected,  will  play  a  leading  part  in  the  future  indus- 
trial progress  of  the  whole  south  of  Ireland. 
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Agriculture  the  Staple  Industry  of  County  Cork. 

Agriculture  is  the  staple  industry  of  County  Cork.  "VVliilst  the 
imports  of  live  stock  are  of  small  proportions  and  consist  chiefly  of 
prize  animals,  the  exports,  on  the  other  hand,  are  of  larger  dimen- 
sions and  disclose  the  considerable  extent  to  which  agriculturists  in 
the  south  rely  upon  the  raising  of  live  stock  as  the  main  branch  of 
their  industry.  Following  is  a  statement  of  live  stock  exports  at  Cork 
Port  taken  from  the  records  of  the  harbor  commissioners  and  covering 
fiscal  years  ending  June  30 : 


Live  stock. 


Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Horses  and  ponies 
Asses 

roultry 


1911 

1912 

Number. 

Number. 

38,012 

38,067 

45, 601 

16,  !-53 

59,  SU 

60,1-I2 

15,916 

20, 560 

1,664 

1,667 

704 

554 

Tons. 

Tons. 

014 

713 

1913 

1914 

Number. 

Number. 

50,074 

23,931 

44,481 

45,649 

75,992 

30, 534 

14,177 

11.252 

l,.'-30 

1,741 

658 

664 

Tons. 

Tons. 

664 

785 

Total. 


Number. 
150, 084 
152,584 
226, 479 
61,905 
6,902 
2,580 

Tons. 
2,776 


Live  stock. 


Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Horses  and  ponies 
Asses 

LoiiUry 


Number. 
65,254 
63,941 
46, 565 
11,881 
994 
79 


1916 


Number. 
47, 899 
23,K38 
35, 054 
20,319 
450 
27 

Tons. 


1917 


Number. 
49, 484 
17,034 
58,922 
33, 300 
374 
10 

Tons. 


Number. 
39, 279 
35, 769 
49,014 
19, 060 
418 
24 

Tons. 


Total. 


Number. 
201,916 
140,582 
189, 585 
84,560 
2,236 
140 

Tons. 
2,351 


It  will  be  noticed  from  these  figures  that,  comparing  the  combined 
returns  of  the  war  with  those  of  the  pre-war  period,  the  export  of 
cows  and  pigs  increased,  whikt  the  export  trade  in  the  other  classes 
declined.  The  falling  off  in  the  export  of  calves  (under  one  year 
old)  taken  in  conjunction  with  the  increased  numbers  of  cows  ex- 
ported may  signify  either  (1)  that  war  prices  and  conditions  led  to 
a  drain  on  the  capital  reserves  of  the  live  stock  industry  of  the 
country,  or  (2)  that  the  finishing  of  immature  stock  was  found  to 
be  more  profitable  by  raisers  than  was  the  case  in  pre-war  years. 

Shipments  of  Dairy  Produce. 

The  harbor  commissioners'  returns  show  that,  despite  the  agricul- 
tural capacity  and  potentiality  of  the  county,  the  export  trade  in 
agricultural  produce  is  of  small  proportions.  The  exports  of  pota- 
toes, hay,  barley,  wheat,  and  vegetables  are  comparatively  small. 
Under  this  head  oats  form  the  chief  item. 

The  South  of  Ireland  was  long  noted  for  its  dairy  produce.  The 
rise  and  s])read  of  creameries  througliout  the  country  within  recent 
years  and  the  excellence  of  the  butter  produced  under  this  system 
are  factors  tliat  are  fast  winning  back  for  Irish  butter  that  position ' 
in  the  world's  nuirkets  which  it  enjoyed  in  former,  generations.  The 
bulk  of  this  butter  finds  a  ready  market  in  Great  Britain,  being  con- 
signed thereto  through  the  ports  of  Rosslare  and  Dublin.  This  ex- 
plains the  comparatively  small  propoi'tions  of  the  figures  of  butter 
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exports  through  the  port  of  Cork  given  in  the  following  table,  th© 
falling  off  in  the  war  period  being  due  to  restrictions  on  exports: 


Articles. 


1911 

1912 

1913    - 

1914 

Ton''. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

29 

153 

156 

147 

3,000 

1,!^<10 

3,311 

5,153 

11,700 

12,1-4 

12,  54r> 

12, 656 

■    42 

Gl 

46 

91 

5,188 

4  931 

5,CS1 

5,090 

944 

1,213 

1,242 

1,276 

Total. 


Cream 

Condensed  milk 

Butter 

Cheese 

Eggs 

Margarine 

Articles. 

Cream 

Condensed  milk 

Butter 

Cheese 

Eggs 

Margarine 


Tons. 
485 
13, 954 
49,056 
243 
20,  790 
4,675 


1915 

1916 

1917 

191S 

Tons. 

Tens. 

Tons. 

Tom. 

9S 

92 

100 

39 

3,  C^S 

3,  436 

2,525 

1,135 

12,017 

12,S85 

12, 009 

9, 655 

S4 

153 

70 

126 

5,613 

5,477 

5,243 

5.241 

1,6S4 

2,763 

3,814 

3,052 

Total. 


Tons. 

398 
10, 779 
46,. 566 

433 
21,574 
11,313 


The  important  character  of  the  egg  and  poultry  trade  can  be  readily 
seen  from  the  hii'ge  annual  export  of  eggs  through  Cork  (there 
being  also  heavy  consignments  through  Rosslare  and  Dublin), 
from  the  exports  of  live  poultry,  and  from  the  exports  of  feathers, 
comprising  some  300  tons  annually.  This  growing  industry  is  mainly 
carried  on  by  the  womenfolk  of  the  county.  Both  the  cheese  and 
the  margarine  industries  are  of  comparatively  recent  introduction 
into  Ireland  and  both  give  promise  of  considerable  expansion  in  the 
near  future.  During  the  latter  years  of  the  war  the  exportation  of 
margarine  was  prohibited  except  under  license,  and  the  Irish  market 
in  that  commodity  was  supplied  mainly  b,y  the  four  Irish  factories, 
twd  of  which  are  located  in  the  city  of  Cork. 

Exports  ol  M,eat  Products -and  Fish. 

Meat  products  and  fish  form  another  important  group  of  exports, 
the  harbor  commi.ssioners'  returns  showing  the  following  shipments 
froni  Cork  during  the  past  eight  3^eai*s: 


Articles. 


Bacon 

Pork 

Hams 

Beef  (.fresh,  salt) 

Fish  (all  kinds) 

Articles 

Bacon. .-.  .■.. ...• 

Pork 

Hams 

Beef  (fresh,  salt). . .  -• 

Fish  (all  kinds) 


1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tono. 

8,076 

9,690 

10, 333 

9,074 

330 

453 

:03 

376 

336 

400 

363 

353 

18 

10 

29 

72 

2,790 

2,593 

679 

3,349 

Total. 


Tom. 

37, 173 

1,433 

1,452 

129 

9,411 


1915 

1910 

1917 

1918 

Toils. 

Tow. 

Tot?-?. 

Tons. 

S,5Q7 

7,120 

7, 618 

6,034 

1,593 

672 

418 

411 

193 

115 

73 

21 

27 

1 

4 

12 

2,763 

3,453 

3,373 

6,412 

Total. 


Tons. 

29, 279 

3,099 

402 

44 

10, 007 


The  falling  off  in  the  exports  of  ba^on  and  hams  and  the  increase 
in  exports  of  pork  were  due  to  war  conditions.     The  raising  of  pigs 
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value  for  last  year  exceed  the  total  for  either  of  the  two  preceding 
twelvemonths,  as  the  following  statement  shows: 


Articles. 

1916 

1917 

191S 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Feathers: 

10, 70S 
3,502 
1,214,200 
20,2(0 
12,003 
5,536 

$4, 564 
3,735 

S9,S63 
6,.S14 

24,4.';7 
8.703 
6,525 
7,350 

524 

$244 

Fish:  Mackerel. do. . 

2,093,540 
18, 808 

248,651 
6,919 

2,394,600 

$295,563 

Whisky . . . . ' pf .  galls . . 

5S4 
10,3cl 

3,. 521 

11,95'J 

113 

0  1,270 

3  129 

All  other 

170 

Total                          ...   - 

152, 046 

271,401 

298,862 

a  Yards. 


LIMERICK  AGENCY. 


Limerick,  a  maritime  city  in  the  Province  of  Munster,  129  miles 
from  Dublin,  is  situated  at  the  northern  extremity  of  the  estuary  of 
the  River  Shannon.  It  has  a  population  of  46,170,  and  is  an  impor- 
tant railway  center.  There  are  in  Limerick  several  important  indus- 
tries, including  a  distillery,  four  bacon-curing  establishments,  cloth- 
ing factories,  tanneries,  foundries,  Hour  mills,  sawmills,  and  a  con- 
densed-milk factory.  The  flour-milling  trade  has  become  rather  ex- 
tensive and  supplies  the  greater  jDart  of  soutliAvestern  and  north- 
western Irelancl. 

Cereals  and  petroleum  are  its  two  chief  imports,  receipts  of  the 
latter  in  1917  exceeding  tho.se  of  1916  and  immediately  preceding 
years,  but  sharp  declines  m-arked  the  arrivals  of  cereals.  As  given 
in  official  British  publications,  the  imports  at  Limerick  (including 
Clare  Castle  and  Foynes)  were  as  follows  during  1913-1917: 


Articles. 


BreadstulTs: 

Maize cwt . 

Oats do. . 

Wheat do. . 

Glass  bottles gross . 

Oil:  Petroleum galls. 

Sugar,  refined cwt. 

Wood  an  1  timber:  Sawn  or  split,  planed  or 

dressed,  and  slec;5ers loads. 

All  other value . . 

Total  value,  all  impDrts 


1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1,207,600 

14,000 

1,328,500 

2,989 

2,743,079 

261,031 

30, 251 

$131,498 

490,500 

21.700 

1,10(;;700 

3,929 

2,93.s,529 

199, 560 

14,. 535 
$141,781 

1,104,300 

218,600 

304,300 
9  400 

1,104,100 

1,115,600 

719,300 

2,110,280 

2,8.53,704 
77,199 

6,790 
$5,071 

3,293,842 

16,619 
$3,879 

$20,279 

.56,103,185 

$1,295,733 

$0,168,722 

$5,888,275 

$5,209,670 

Limerick's  exports  during  this  period  consisted  of  250  head  of 
horses,  valued  at  $53,531,  and  230  tons  of  old  iron  and  steel,  valued  at 
$5,120,  in  1913 ;  and  617  tons  of  old  iron  and  steel,  valued  at  $12,106, 
in  1914. 

There  were  no  declared  expqrts  from  the  Limerick  district  to 
the  United  States  and  insular  possessions  in  either  1917  or  1918.  In 
1916  the  merchandise  invoiced  at  the  Limerick  agency  for  shipment 
to  continental  United  States  was  valued  at  $166,(>G9  and  consisted  of 
17,164  pounds  of  bacon,  Avorth  $5,745;  15,714  jiounds  of  feathers, 
worth  $7,297;  946,852  pounds  of  hides,  worth  $153,517;  and  pictures 
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